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URGENT - PORTS OF
AUCKLAND DISPUTE

POT/ISL /C3/
RMTU DISPUTE - UPDATE.

Port of Tauranga (POT) has advised C3 they
wish to preserve stevedoring labour
“competition” at Sulphur Point. Additionally
we believe that POT has a view that non core
activities should be contracted out so as to
enhance “competition”.

RMTU knows that competition provides a
barrier to good wages and working
conditions amongst unionised workers. Our
experience is that as soon as we are
successful in obtaining good wages and
conditions, a lower cost operator comes in
and under-bids with the wuse of non-
unionised labour with low wages and poor
[super flexible] conditions. This is the
experience at most NZ ports and

foreshadows the increased use of non union
labour on the NZ waterfront. 1ISO picking up
the Zespri contract in Tauranga is an example
of the low cost operator model at work.

To ensure competition at Sulphur Point, POT
advised C3 that Independent Stevedores
Limited (ISL) would pick up 6000 hrs of
straddle work in the Sulphur Point terminal.

RMTU is concerned that the loss of work to
ISL from C3 may mean job losses to our
members during a time of record
unemployment. RMTU
members have worked hard to
make Sulphur Point the most
productive Terminal in the
Southern Hemisphere. It is a
disgrace that we now face the
potential of redundancies due
to management adherence to a
“competition” ideology rather
than to a genuine economic
reason.

The RMTU have met with C3
and POT to see if there is a way of reaching a
negotiated win/win outcome to this dispute,
without success to date.

We have received assurances of support from
our comrade waterfront unions and from the
International Transport Workers Federation.
Preparations for a major dispute (domestic
and international) continue reluctantly.

The RMTU will be looking for all members to
get in behind the dispute and “matters” will
escalate rapidly once hostilities commence.
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This 1s for the mformation and guidance of RMTU members only!
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SHAME LIST OF CHILD LABOUR
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THURSDAY MARCH 11— THE
ROGER AWARD CEREMONY
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CTU URGES GOVERNMENT TO
SHUN YOUTH RATES BILL
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